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governor and the militia halted, but deponent on his horse and
Joseph de Barro, a householder of Cartagena, also mounted, and
some fourteen or fifteen soldiers, pressed on as far as the slaughter-
house and there began to skirmish with the enemy. This (p. 126)
skirmish lasted a considerable length of time, until certain zabras
which were close to land over toward the fort, inside the haven,
began to fire their artillery in such manner that they could do us
heavy damage and we could do them none. When deponent saw
that none of the townspeople had come up, he ordered his soldiers
to withdraw, for their remaining there could do no good.
Deponent returned to where the governor was and all together
went back to Lorenzo Martin's farm, which is a cannon-shot from
the city. Arrived there the governor informed deponent that he
desired to depart, and so he and all of his men went, and deponent
passed that night there. As the townspeople were leaving with the
governor they said to deponent: 'Sir, do nothing to the enemy, for
it will cause him to burn our houses.' And in this fashion they left,
and the next day deponent withdrew to the farm which he has
previously mentioned.
Three or four days later the governor wrote deponent a letter in
which he requested him to do him the pleasure of going to Turbaco,
for they were going to consider the matter of ransoming the city.
Deponent replied in another letter saying that from that moment
forever he closed the door upon any proposal from the governor or
anybody else concerning any ransom to be paid to the enemy, for
deponent did not approve of any (p. 127) such dealings. If it was a
question of going to fight the enemy, he would go, but they need
not approach him in any other sense, and for this reason they never
again broached the matter of ransom to him; but deponent repeatedly
wrote to the governor to come to damage the enemy, to which the
governor invariably replied that he had learned by experience that
the people of Cartagena were no fighters and there was no recourse
but to commend the issue to God.
Deponent knew that they were negotiating with Captain Francis
for the ransom of the city and that the enemy had so managed it that
the governor and the bishop were going into the city to treat of the
matter where he was although he had given them no hostages, or
else they offered to go. When deponent learned this he wrote a
letter to the governor urging him not to do this by any means; first,
because in no part of the world was it customary, and secondly,
because it was unbecoming and belittled his authority to the
enemy; and, finally, because it was dangerous to trust to a heretic's